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¥r., J. J. Pruett, Genfl ¥gr.,
kl P&.o-
Dexr Sir:

In cempliance with your letter of ¥arch OLth, I Ltive
the following statement to make relative to pergonsl cxpericnccs
in Mexico.

Cn the evening of Cetober 14, 191Z, I arrived in
nl Peao, ond left for Pearson on the morning rasacnzer train
¢f Cctoker 15th, The train was lnte ané did not get into
Penrson until about 7:00 p. m, That night Ls=lazar turned cut
all the bridyes, sbhout 45 in number, between Corralitos, znd
Guzman, and also cut the wire in 2 number of places., Aifter a
few days, nothing hoving developed, Superintendent Cilmartin
Started on & hand cer for Jusrez, putting up the =ire as he
went, and in sbout a week or ten deys, ¥r, lyers, whc was
Aspintant cuperintendent at Fearsun, received instructicns from
¥r, Gilmartin in Jumres to proceed to organize work treins, snd
refuild the bridges, calling on the Haders Company st Fearson
to cut the necessary ties and timbters.

In n few days, everything wan ready, and ¥r, Yyers AL P
proceeded north from FPeersom on the work train, znd started in
cribbing bridges, the firet byidge daing just north of Cerra=-
litos. After one day with the work train, Er. Eyers tock the
linemnn and & hand car erew, snd started north to repair the
wire a® the wire had gone down agrin, sipee repsiring of the
bridges had been ordered from Juarez. ﬂaf lgeern ot as far
north as fan Fedro on the night of Xovemier 5th, 1%ii, about
7:C0 pe m., and the hamd car men, vecoming a 1little cureless,
and having their hand car speeded up too high, ran out on a
urned bridge, where nothing but the rrnils z=nd when
the hand car got to the middle of the bridgéy™ :."'P:‘ffu spread
and lei the hand car, an¢d the men, doxn about fifteen or twenty
feet, t0 the bottom of the arroyo. There were lurpe houlders
lying in the arroyo, with the result that one c¢f the ¥exicsn
hend car men had an srm broken, Mr. Myers hnd his left nnkle
sprrined very badly, end one of the other Mexican men i3
supposed to have had two ribs broken, Thae others perscns rere
skinned up snd scratched pretty btadly.
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> § bcinMnt—t;bhgthm further, Xr. Hyers
had the lineman who was uninjured, cut in on the wire, rnd

" ¥r; Myers bveing s telegrapher, asked for a train to eome out
to get him, and take him to Pearson. KEnowing that it was =

nedessary for some oanjjovﬁg glogg}witq,tnc train 1 prepared
to go and taking aff Bhiin&, and''der{"3%d the Haders Comvany
Doctor, a party named Howell, who had been on & protracted
spree for about two-wmeeks prior to this {ime, sand had fallen
off his horse, and battered up his face. He did not care to
g0, but I explained to him that it was very necessary as I
explained %o him that some of the men might be dying for want

of medicel attention, and he finally consented to go.

e left Pearson mabout 4:00 p. m., Conductor Kid Hill,
ngineer Tom Holmes, At about 6:CC p. m., we urrived st the
point where the work train, engine 64, with sbout 5C bunk cors
and materisl cars was working, the work trsin being in charge
of Guperintendent of liridges and Euildings, Eclcan, “hen we
got to the work train, it was necessary to leave our train
there snd proceed from that point on hand car, which we secured
at the work train. It being & considerable task to drag the
hand cer sround the tymin or 50 or 60 cers, through the srroyos
and rocks, wx¢ did not get started from the north end eof the
train until sbout 7:00 o'clock, snd after traveling for ahcut
one hzur we met Mr, Eyers, and his traveling hospital, coming
north on yush car, the hend car that they had being dissbled
when $¢ fell through the bridge.

By this time it was very dark, sand DI'r, Hesell, und
ay=elf, scsisted Er, Byers around the burned bridges, it bheing
neceusary in oome cases to go out into the fields, in order to
get around the decp arroyos, However, the Nexican with the
broken arm, snd the one with the broken ribs seemed tetanlly
incapatile of walking and insisted upon being pushed zcrous the
vurned brid:zea on the push car. This wes rather a ticklizh

job as dsrk as it was, with only one lantern, snd was sccomnlisbe

ed by a men remaining at each wheel of the push csr, and main-
taining his hold with hio toes on the flanges of the rril,
suspended where the bridge formerly was, and procecding a few
inches at a time until we finally got over, ‘e sccomplished
the six or seven vocyages over these bridges without sny michep
and we finelly arrived back mt the train snd got the mcn lesdled
at about 8:i0 p. M.

7e were jJust congratulating ourselves on cur zccom-
plishment and had settled curselves down for a comfortalle ride
to Pearson, asnd the train had Just started when we were rudely
awakened by siwolley of shots, something like 25 or 30 in
mnter. At the first shot, the man with the broken leg =nd
the other with the broken ribs, who stoudly maintained previous=
1{ thnt they could not walk, were the first ones to get on the
floor.
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Er .Kyers, Ai:i;%tiﬁfﬁgkiiibkézdcnt. why aftarwarda ¥ g
stated that he never got off the couch, was known to have been
at least the second one in reaching the flsor., I cannot say i dE -
definitely zhat time I made, but I belfeve that I was at leust
third, and I will admit fhat T 'did not wsMl to stop on reaching
the floor but wanted to get under the carpei. Dr. lHowell was
alsc guite agile in sprawling himself on the flsor, regardless

of his previous injuries.

Conductor Eid Hill, a very stout, rotund person,
weighing ahout 250 pounds happened ft¢ be in the middle of the
car, ¢irectly opposita ma when the shooting etarted, =nd he fell
in his trrcke when the shooting started, and evory time & shot
wak fired he would duck his heand, However, s+ noue ¢of ithe shois
entered the car, it soon became evident to us thatl they were not
gunning for snyone in the car,

In 2 very few minutes, twxo brignndish looking perscns
- mppesred at the front end ef the ear, one of them very tall, by
name, :=nrigue Portille, snd the other very short, by name Simon
Lecoeta. :ach had sabout two wecks growth of bkeard, snd the
viciocusness of the smaller was greatly accentuated by having 2
badly crossed right eye. They immediately procecded ic zive us
a vigecrous balling out in Spanish, for heving hnd the temerity to
cisregard the general's instructions which they thought the
Cecmrnany had plainly understood, arnd which were that we musti not
under &ny circumstsnces start rebuilding the bridges wiithout per-
miscion from the Cenersl,

ze learned aftsrwards that both Znrique Yoriiile, -snd
Acosta spoke excellent EZnglish. Portillo wan afterwnrds capturcd
at Juarez by FPrncho Villa, on November <3rd, 1913, and execut:d.
in sbout ten minutes more, fGeneral Salazar, himself, shcsed up
snd he felt {t incumbent upon himself to deliver sncther coll
dosn along the sawe lines ag that cdelivered by his twe liecutcnants,
Portille and Acosita, Hafurnlly, everyone wns preily well intim-
idated by this tims, and did noct Jnow what the outcome w-v to ke
a8 the general apreared to be exgeptionanlly engry. Yonc of us
could speak any Lpanish, mnd Entigque Fortillo did the interpreting.

Er. Byerm went on to assure the General thatl so far a3
he was concerned, ¥r. Myers, he knew absolutely nothing sbout the
Generzl's instrmctions, that he was simply following the instructr
fons of his superior in coming out there to build the bLridges, and
he hoped COenersl Salagay would view it in that msnner. Iy this
time the General was cooling down somewhat, but he proceeded i{o
tusiness by sayingz that it wrn going to be necessavty for him to

wrn everything, trains mnd Bridges included. %We expostulated

with the General, showing him whereby if he burned all of the cars,
that the Mexioan women and children who were along with the laborer s
would Le thrown out in the cold, and that it mas fifty or uixty
kilometers to any place where we could get shelter, and it would
firtt of =11 put a gremt hardship on his own people,

——
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He finally. mgrsed. ta-pcru1t~thn bunk cars, with the
Hexicuns, the XKngi 4, and the car Yagui, to return to Peaxr- _.. .-

.son, but first of all he wanted te be shown where the commimszary ..
‘@AY wals, Ag Mr, Myers was dissbled, I showed the Ceneral where ﬁ"

- the commissary was, said car having heen stocked two or three

days before by the Maders Company with<§i600.00 worth eof
conmissaries., The Ceneral immediately ordered his private
soldiers, who remained on_ the ocutside of the car with their

horses, to load up this sfuff, ond carry it off to the mountains,
which they did in = crude fashion, and very expeditiously. This
all occurred at Coyote, Kilometer 201, and for some reason unknown
to me the General demanded that we back up the 754, the car Ynqui,
and the bunk gars, to Corrnlitos, the firat siding scuth of Coyote,
or =2bout 17 kilometers away.

The Cenersl made it very plain thet it was going to be
receseary for him to take stringent action in the way of personal
rsunishmsent ta anyone building bridges in the future without his
authority. He went on to give quite an extended talk about his
ideals, and so forth, his intention being to make every Xexican
Join either ons side er the other, and if necesocary to do thie,
he was going to make the entire country in the vicinity of {asas
Grandes and Pesrson & desert so that there would be no manner of
means of the Kexigans obtaining a livlihood other than to fight
for their country, sither on one side or the other. liis tend~-
encies a2ll seemed to be nlong a Socislistic plane. He rather
snseringly informed us that Mexico was not the only country where
pecple went barefooted, but that he knew that many people in the
United States went without shaoes,. Of course the General had {t
all his own way when 4t came to any arguments as we of course
were very snxiocus to kindle within the said Generzl a better
spirit, towsrds us unfortunntes,

In ordexr to further this apirit of cvrotherly love,
¥r. Kyers donated a blanket to the Genersl, and from some unknown
Bource dug up & box of cigars, wmhich seemed to have n very
salutary effect on the General, and his compadres, and within an
hour they were very congenial, In any event, the (Ceneral stayed
in the car until about 2:00 a, m,, and he then ®#aid his tusiness
called him, and he found it nacessary to take our engine 754,
back to the work train, which was 17 kilometers away, Tut that he
promised faiihfully to return the engine.

It so happened that Engineer Abrams on engine 64, on
- the werk train, when he heard the shots understood whzt wag in
~the air, snd he immedistely filled engine 84'a toiler =ith cold
water, and it died within a short time, snd when Cenersl Lalazar
arrived back at the work trainm he found that the 64 could not
move itselfl, It developed that 1t was his intenticn to run the
64 into the bridge they were working on at the time, Housever,
thic did not deter the General, as he immedintely sct fire to the
cars of material which included & cer of coal lorded in s feredign
car, a8 tctel of something like fifteen cars all together,

——
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In the uorntngf"iﬁri , he took ths 754, coupled it
up to the 64, set fire to all the bridges that had been btuilt:
the dny before, and turned the 754 loose, However, the lorge
tridge he had intended the engines would be derailed in had
not burned =o it was wenkened ensugh toc-gx dowm under the weight
of the engines, =nd while the engines careened badly, thcy pass-
edover this bridge safely and roceeded about one kilometer
where they dersiled'fii"d'¥nd"‘dpan bridge.

This misearrying of the plans of the feneral must
have angered him ns he took oil gnd poured 4t on the coal in the
engine tanks and set fire to it, turning omt rll the cosl, wnd
the 1lining of the engine tenders, and also had the electrio
ligcht system on the engine 64 burned. This was mll related to
me by ingineer Abrams who was kept a prisoner of the Cenerrl
until the next day when they were rermitted to make their wey
on hand car to Juarez, about 200 kilometers nway.

In the weantime we had wsited rather nnzioucly =t
Corralitos for the return of the 754, and about 6:C0 r. m,, Kr.
Kyers snd mysclf went to the summit of a neignboring small
mouritain and could see the btridges Lurning, sod thet 1t was
cvidenily not the intention of the CGeneéral to return the 754,
fe¢ therefore, haé linemsn out in on the wire, wnd csll up
Pesrzon, rnd scked the dispstcher to eend out sncther encine
which got to Corralitor about 1C:0C a., m, e immediatecly starti-
ed for Porroon with the tunk cers, esnd the Yagui, ~rriving there
sboul 1ll:30 p. n.

ihen Sgplazar did the shooting on the previcus night,
in crder to ciop the trzin, they zhot &t the engine. CLne snot
took effect nbcut eight inches from the fireman's hesc¢, =nd the
other shot t:zzj’zg!it through the engine tenk,

{n February <3, 1913, Superiniendent Cilmartin, ¥. C,
Acuillar, now hesistant Supcrintendent at Kaders, Reoadmseter John
Morris, Xilled 4n the Cumbre tunnel, Gregory Fs=zlinz, fpent st
Pearson, tnd myoelf, were procecding zcuth on molor car, h=aving
left Jusrez thc day before, February <22nd, and at s poini near
Urrutia, Eilometer 140, the four Mexicuns we had shend of u8, On

& hsnd car, which we werc pushing with the motor car, jusmped from
the hend car down the bemk, rnd sterted yelling; "Cologados!,

Coleorniosl® £t the same time, Foesdmastier orris, who was runnimg
the moter made o violent effort to styp eame, doing go in record
time, and got off down ihe bank,

is ¥r, Cilmartin snd mycelf werv sitting with our brcls
to the otheors we had not seen the csuse of the disturbance, but
we di¢ not stop te ingquire until we were btekind the benk., Jc¢ then
lenmied that laree or four bullets hed struck within 11 or 15 feet
of us, coming from the right hand side of the irnck.
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The shooting contimued intermittently for some time,
and in about five minutes, 5r. Aguilar, got up with 2 white
handxerchief and nignaled the gunners to stop shooting. In

about five mimites more the bandits, about 25 in mmber, on

hersebsck, a very fiarce lobking aggregation, arrived and en-
circled us, ¥r., Yorris, who spoke Spanish, entered into con-
versation with thecleader, and learmed thst it wna the said
lasder's intention to take wus to the Urrutia ranch as priscners,
the Urrutis ranch being their rendegvous, Mr. Gilmartin become
very wrathy at this anncuncement, and instructed Hordmatter
Morris to inform the gentleman that he had never left the right
of way, and did not intend to, and in addition used eome ralhor
etrong language. As I was unable to understand gpanish at that
time, I wes unable to understand what Mr. Morris said to the
bandit gentleman, btut after parleying ten or fifteen minutes he
decided to permit us to go on, provided we premised not to go
further then Sadinal, 15 kilometere awny, or at Eilometer 155=5.

‘ while this was going on one of the party procceded to
tuild a bonfire agsinat a bridge which happened to be close, end
Er, Morris remonsirated with him, but to no avail. :e happened
to have with us that day & copy of the E1 Feso Herald, ;iving an
scoount of the asaassination of President Eadero, and although

we told the gentleman that the Revolution was over, and everything

would be fine, he insisted that his instructions werc to burn
these pridges, and he progeeded to do it. One of the party, in
order te accelérats the work picked up a fiwe gallon can of
gasoline from the motor ear, end very nearly got to the fire
before Mr. Xorris noticed him. The chances sre thst &7 he had
succeeded in gotting the five gallons of grsoline closc to the
fire, Yours truly, would not be here now relating the story.

¥r. Morris explained to the gsntleman explieitly the
dangerous nature of the fluid snd notwithstanding thie, he nfter-~
wards gsught him in the sct a second time. By this time »e had
permission to proceed mouth and we did mo withcut any unneceszary
delay. ‘#e stopped at Sabinal, and the bridge bturners proceeded
gouth 15 or <0 kilometers, and burned all the bridges. Previocus
to this time, or to be exact in December 1912, falazar had burn-
ed the tabinal atation, snd the only building left intsect at
Latinal was the pumpers houae. Tnis consisted of onc room about
14 feet by 16 feet, snd the pumper and his w#ifc¢ nand four children
slept in one end of it, while Mr. Gilmartin snd the rest of us,
clept in the other end, The weather was rather cold and we put
in a restlens night, but pot up early and sinrted eouth, and sere
not wolested any further on the trip to Pearson.

¢n June 13, 1913, I happened to be in Xl Faso, and
several daye before several bridges had been turned just north
of Pearson by General Maximo Castille, the snme party who turnped
the Cumbre tunnel.
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Cn June 13, $he work train left Jueresz and myself and
Btore ¥anager F. J.'¥ gut, sccompanled the train. we got to. .
. X{lometer 259, the first burned bridge at about 2:CC p., m., and ..
- ‘had just stopped when ws noticed a heavy cloud of dust tp the .=
scuth in the San Disgo pass, about thres kilometers away. Also
as the train steppedy up on 'tha left hmnd sfde of the track on
the mountain, ws saw two men with rifles. Mr. Morris, HRoad-
master, and myseclf walked over and Hr. Morris motioned to these
armed men to apprdadh, a¥f talked to them, and they 2aid they
belonged to Castille's army and hod instructions not to permit
any bridge building.

L 2R

By this time what developed to be Genernl Castillo's
army of sbhout three or four hundred men hsd gotten thrcugh the
pass and were Boon at the point yhere we had stopped, aniting
for them, as there was no chance to get away. 4When Castillo
. came up he i{mmediately ordered a bridge burned dehind us which
was premptly carried out, By that tims 1 had gone brek te
the caboose, Conductor Colonel lewis, and shortly afterwards
a subordinate officer came mlong snd told us that 4if we had any
belongings in the car we had beitter get them out a5 he wsa
going te burn the zhole business., %Te piled everything cut on
the ground, and I distinctly romember that there wac a pet of
beans tolling on the ctove, which I carefully conccsxled in the
tushes, thinking that we might be a long ways from snything to
eat.

An of ficer shortly come around emd told us they hed
decided not to burn anything dut the material czrs. The cngine
cut off the caboose, and they then get fire to the materisl,
something like 13 ecars, including a foreign cer londed with ccml,
Cne of the men had some dynsmite and he mas in the act of putting
it in the engine to blovw it up, or down, whichever the crse might
be, shen Mr. Jarragut intsrceded w=ith one of the officers, and
the dynamite act was not carried out, '

I made up & report of the ccocurence, including the number
of cars domaged and destiroyed and sent it with Celonel lewis to
be ment when they reached the firat telegraph station, which would
be Casas Crandes, Hr, Parragut any myeelf secured the only hand
car in thut nefghborhood, snd proceeded south, %e had to mnxz a
detour of at least & block to get by the fire ns it was extremely
hot. Castillo, after spending sbout an hour w#ith us, proceceded
on across the track, esst towards L1 Valle, ¥r, Farrz:ut and I
went on to Fearson, and encountered a number of stirsgrlers from
Castille's army, most of them drunk and very troublecome, uvut we
got by without any disagrceable incident.

Yours truly,
HCL: B
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Dear Friends:! 1 R : f
: Having raceived letiers from all of you relatis
she Tunnel Crsaarophe, and knowing thnt you would no coubt de in=

tensely intcrested im the details, I have deferred answerfing until
such time as 1 could give you the dope in dhronological scquencel

. i
- ¢n Peb,ruary 3rd, ¥r. Gilmartin was 1n ths uifs

office 8t Jurrez, snd he made arrangements. for moverent of the 01

on ¥o. 1 to ¥adera on Teb., 4th. This w8 the first movement of -
Number one 3ince Jan, 28th on which date Naximo Castillo and his
band held up ¥o. 1 at 8an Pedro, robbed the train anc threatened

to turn it. Euseing and Rutledge wereon Nos 1 date traly was held
up At San Pedro., No. A on Feb. 4th left adbout 930 Mex with the

01 occupied by Mr, Gilmartin and Kr, Beoffield, and it wis their
intention to go thru to Chihuahua, this being fir.5en?rield's £irst
trip south of Julrex. Atabout Z2p.m. the wires went dowm south of
Casas Grandes, and Ko. 1 did not arrive C Grandesuntil 3D Me “hey
procaeded on to Pearson, where Mgrris, who was not feelinz well, ==

came down to traim, not 1ntendin% to ge out, but due to fnct that
)

g0«  Yr. Glimartin tried to get

Zp,. Gilmartin was on, he dedided
gad off account .

yeClanunan to go taru to adera wi{h them, but Ic hes
of his shoes worn entirely out,.nand he dclared the first tcip he was
going to takc wws to Juarez %o gat some ghoes, account none available
in ¥oarsch. Tire mtill dom when they left Pearaon about 4:15pm,

anéd felioczing parties we xnew wefe an Teaing -HeCuteheon, lnpineer;

J I Webster, Conductort Tom Kelley Deadheading to iiadera Lo take

his Tun out scuth of thers, Louis ¥illigmp of the Comalasary
Department, snd a visiting friend from somspherein Pennayvalia;
Xr,Gilmartin, ¥r, 8coffield, Xr, Morris, C ¥ Jarters, Ex. swute
Agent, Juan Femandez, rear Brakemnan, Juan vribe'head nraxKaman,

then there wera sbout 30 passengers, about all Kexicans, There

48 an Operstor at Aguaje and one at Chico.' 'Irain must nave

arriyed at Curbre, whichabout 200 feet north of Tunnel mouth, about

6 to 630pm, Feb, 4th. There w¥as a Nexican who was watchman at Camp

2 who had a3 dale with his father to weat him at gwrbre and thia
vexicen accocding got off at Cumbre, und met his father and they®
procceded up the mouninin, crossing diregtly over the Tunnel raputh on
the way, snd did not see anything unusual in the way of suoke iszsuing
from mouth of tunnel; they saw Xr. gilmartin ané a tall wAn, KXERX '

evidentlyx ¥r. Booffield, get off at Cumbre and look around a little
ter the tunnel with

and then get on, and he then sawx the train en

all on biard. Thissamé man had a cousin on tae train Whs lived at

Chico, and after he{the ‘$ntcnman) had reaghed Coamp 2, he found 1%

receesary to go to Chice, and accordingly arrived there in=2 next

day tne 3th, and found that his cousin nad net reached home, nor had

the train pagsed Chieo, and this Waichman {mnedintely proceaded back

to tnc merit ond of tumnel, but by the time he renched  there the
10ke wns conirngz out so fast that he could get in A distanze of

cendad 4a Aminde and nade Niz revori.

1
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this was on the 8th, On the sams date, Clark at Madera not henring
asything of train and no WwWires took R 7 hundrcd engine And cnre :
novrth, It then de7eloped that Maximo Castille had held up
Loubleheader south, engines 734-755, Conducter Glbson, ecricincers .
Flesher and Rinehart, at about Kilom 348, which is Jiaet out of the
south Portal of Tunnel,~thia at 1 :am; cut off fend engine, put
;five men on her and progceded to Chico, whers thd lender naked

Operator what trains were on the road, and they were told that
" Ro. 1 s the only train coming south. I wms unable to find whethar
or not the lender inquired if Mr,Gilmartin was on the train, as

the Operator, I am led to balieve, did not want to talk anymore
than hé had to, Aftar learning the aboye, one man wns lef4 in
telegrapgh office, while the others went out to Loui Hong's enting
Youse, and arter eating they came back, and tre leader knocked the
lelegrapgh instrumants out with the butt of nis gun. They then

told the OUparzator to "Beat® it south, whiech he did; then they
Pullled the enmting house ear and a ¢ar of ¢oal onto a bridgze Just
nocih el Chico and set on fire; vproceecded a 1{itle durthar north
and on a curve took out twg rails; then vacked up to where other
engine and train was with the 22 etock oars, and backed scven stock
garg and eobooee inis Tumnel and sat tham on fire, first turning
the two engines loose domn the hill under g full néad of atcam,
The 754 landad 150 feet from the track down canyon ahd the 755
about 500 feet$ domm Canyon. In meantime “onductor Civson knowing
that No.l1l »es coming agked for permigsion to go bLack and flag ner,
but-instead he was placed under guard and taken dowm to one o0f the
little log houses at foot vf canyon used.by GContractors when they
were building tunnel, Bibson then asked for permission to zo tack
and get his Train bogks and records,. but instead they permittcd the

Tear brakeman under guard of two soldiers tn go back. "All Train

g0 I S EA T SN, TS ey *oela i inded "Ra"Bas 2110 0 PIOKE S SR8 000  Keep
fgat be w8 aning Lo*Take care nf the pssenger Train®. Cf course,
the Train and englnenen all interpreted this as meaning that he
w8 going to hold the train up in his usuAl manner, but it sseias that
instead of doing %0, he proceaded on up torards Camp 2 and miiicious=
1y permitted the Passanger Train te run into Tunnel an? nnts the
burning Train of siock ¢ars., , The pnsgssnger traln conainted of
engine. 44, then box ear of.hishclans frelight, then ne o
Express and lagzgage, 2ndclase coach, lat @lasadoach and the‘Ol on
rear, From the poasition of air Brakes on engine, 1t seams that
UcCuteheon s drifting domn tnru the;tungzl at th; ggual gute of

3 "8 per hour and when the enginme struci e cadbonge
:ﬁogétigr¥%§g nmginshgfit; wiiich was notging,but the iron.work,
the pilot of engine turned slightly urder, no doubt bre?k%qg .
~ the air hose amd tarexing brakes inte encrgency, precluding the
" possibility of McCutheon backing out! of tunqel, by? thf ?ff?fsf, B
laver ans in the go-hend pnsition and theretore did oL 1;;}??:a that
he tried ;,to back her up, but of ccurse when he found tp? aritbu' o
going into emcrzonzy, he no doubt, knew tnere‘yua'nu c»&nfc g-no
the train and after 1ighting his torsch probably got at_onue of1
engine and slarted back: The front pony trucks of en;lne 73{3\,, 5
also found derailed, . KeCutcheon only got as far ns the czar end o
first-class coech, and there is charred bones were found, prganglj
not over a half peck, and these ware identifieg by a watch{ fn} ¢,
and .other indestructible articles, ‘the Kail Currizrs wms found
in hie end of Comb, car immediately over the trucks, prrcsg Fgesc;
enger found right at door of Expreas oafe.'*ﬁuap Uribe,:h:gq‘brdye:
man fcund right about where ladder of the freignt cer wuld 3?. nf
dicating that possihly he rerained on top of car and got sc full o
gAss and sanke’ that M2 was only able to drop off of cars

<Y
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The first body found inl,tﬁnf'of Juan Femandez, rear Brake:an,
and he came nearest %o gatting out, arriving mt e point 100 yarda frm
the nerth end cf tunngl, -He had his lantem in his hand and his

~ hankerchief in the other, holding handkerohief to his nosc to assist

in breathing and was leaning against the right wall. Me was slightly
bumned. The next neargst man to get out, “was whdt we suppose
rezains of Coriductor Webster, foupd nbout 1000 feét from rnorth

end of tunnel, but we hatve not ns yet been able to fully identify
this mn, ° The next dodies were eleven.in number, found very
Cloze together in the Rock section of tunnel, which is about the

‘middle of tunnel or about 1706 feet from north entrance. The only
American 1in this group was J I Norris, and he was identified by his
- annukl pass, and a bunoch of time bYooks which he had gathered and was

taxing to ¥Yadera to hivva rolls made., 1t seems that the renson for
these articled being preserved mo that ihey were legible, was duc 4o
fact that he mst have had them in hip poecket, and when he fell

it was upon his back and as these 11 bodies were not emtirely econsumd
like the previous ones monticned, the fire had not reached the
things mentibned. Howevar, these bhodics, or that portion thnt wasa
not next to tne ground, were charred and unrecognizabdle,

] I

Ag the fire from the stock enrs cnugﬁt enio the passenge

train, and the fire from the passenger Train commmicated the flame

to the timber section nearesi tne south end, the cave-ins comaenced
and there are some portions of the tunnel where the cave-ins are

35 feet high. There was o vast amount of tiubar used as filling
and when this timben came down it charred and bumed for about 4
weeks, and in fact, is still buruing @aa only four days Ago we had .
report thiat it was still not and dangerous to enter the tunncl,

I figure that ke. Gilmartin Aand the osthers not accounted for, all
being husky strong men, got nearer ts the entrance than Lhe 11
bodies found, and this would bring them under one of the timber
sections, and therefore the remains w#ill no doudbt bYe found under one
of the hegyy caveins, and it mnry take wezka and months before the

tunnel is finally clearéd. \

4 To make matters worse, 200 Federals under the Guevede
brothers, 8ylvestre and Rodrico, with =zhom you are duely acquuinted
succeded in breaking thru the U5 Lines at Ysletts, about 6 miles
east of El Pnso along the Riber, and on Feb, Z5th to 26th ihe, burned
all bridges and cribbs between 159 and 93, some 32 bridzes, As
all material we had on the Line sx has been bumed, tiie Comwpany
is not going to put in any more cribbs, but wxe have azain staried
today rebuilding, taat is filling in 2nd maxing shooflys. 'This
necesesiinted taking the.bodies to Pearson, building a vault, etc to
hold the hbodies, nlso buildlrg ef hermetlsally 5zalcd cor.tieis,
until such time ag we could get Line open north,
About iour days after Castille did the Job At the tunnel,

they succeeded in getting socme troops after him and finally chieed nd
sc hard that he landed up on the U3 sida, shere he was promotly
grabbed by U8 Soldiers, m together with one mmxx wench, and feur or
five men, and they are now resting esecurely at Fort Bliss, thz2 ob-

‘ Jects of ituch euriosity, and at the same tdme 'waxing fat and resting

up for another kuy Grande Campaign of valiant bridgs dbusning as soon
as Uncle Sam gets thru feeding them; verily,.the outlcok is prom=
ising? S8alazar is 8lso at the Fort and he-and his former ‘oupadre

"in arms, are aaid to be on. good termg, which I hope is Letter than

when Castillo brogke away from Salazar at Casas Grandes, ali of
which you of couras remembasy,



A-. S
The tunnel is about Tuined, D
estimate of damage as it is s
cooling, and as it eools, nat

| — the rocks, resulting in their

a party of about 12 or 15 Ame

ut- we have been unzable to get a fair
till dansgerous to go, account of the
urally there is the coritraction of
lposening and falling, There are °
ricans at the tunnel, including B E Hek

and they declare they will stay until a1l bodies are recovered, =
4 total of about 51 bodies supposed to Dbe. . \

There h&ve’b;cn mény~th.oriea ag to\Juat'how the thing
happened, but as theres were no survivors, there will always be the
element of .doubt. At first ng one belisved even that the train

Xxx had gone in tunnel with ¢

he passenger aboard, but as time passed

and ndt even one Mexican showéd up, we Iknew that they must have gone

" dn, as Castillo would certain
HcCutcheon knew that the doub

ly not feed Maxican Prisoners,
lehead extira was ahead of him, and if

there was a little smoke issuing from north tunnel entrance when

he went in,«it ws not unusual, and

window closed, and the dense

no doubt he had the front
smoke inside d4id not arouxse his

| suspicions, nor could he have smelled the burning stock cars.
However, 1t must be remembered that the stock cars were set fire

about noon or thereabouts and
when the passenger train hit
nothing but & few red embers
no doubt densely packed with
that he did not see the. eoars
soon as the train stopped, Ju
instinctively stesmt back, and
he had with him, a fusee wag
where his body ‘was found, ind
probably did not mow exactly
as there could not have baen
and the others in gar 01 had
the opinion that they would h
were much superior physically
believe that when the acciden
ed‘ahead to ascertain what tr
by some of the passeéngers, an

probably were entirelt consumed
them about 6pm and there was probably
to make 1ight, and as the tunnel was
smoke, it is not t0 be wondered at
before striking them. Just as
an Fernandez the rear brakemen would
in facs, in addition to the lantern
found about 12 feet further in from
icating that he was on the Job and
what had ocaused the train to stop
mich of & Jjar, If Nr. Gilmartin
started diek imnediately, I am of :
ave gotten out, as you know, they

to Juan Fernandesz, and 1 really

t happened that they probably start-
ouble was and were prodbably met
d only then started to get out, when

it was tooc late, The total length of the tunnel ig 3811 feet

and judgng fruvm the number of
of passenger train, they had

freight cars and allowing for lengtﬁ
to travel about 3200 feet, or over

& half of mile, in the gas and darkness to get out,

¥rs. Gilmartin and family lef
February, Nr., StwxmxScoffi
brother; Tom Kelley's father
We were received messages fro
the ‘accident, and believe me,

t for Davis, WY on or.about last of
eld folks were down, including his
and brosher, and others, besides
m &l]1 over the country for days after .
I have been around accidents some,

this bushness nearly got my goas, but I managed to gct thru all

right; what made it so hard,
the accident, and especially
Thinge are n
especially for those who have
instant an Amcrican ¥atchman
Pearson; 01d ian Harmon, who

was the friendship for those in

Mr. Gilmartin.

ot very pleasant down here at present,
to be out on the Line. on tihe 15th -
#as murdered behind the Company store at
used to work in Store at Pearson wa g

Murdered at Madera about twomweeks ago by Operator(whats his name,

¢ant remember) but he umed to
Benton and Bauch cases about
g0 on indefinitely, but for t

work at Chico, Then there were the
which no doubt you read. I equld
¥ Tecasons,= viz: that you are no doubt

tired of reading, and also that I neced a Tittle nourishment, being
about time to eat, - I will desist. Now I remenbar, The Operator

who killed Harmon, is party

by the name of Molina,
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In the may of ixisting dopg have to mdvise that F J Clark,

Asst, Bupt. At Madera, 'and NcClannhan is Asst, Supt. at Pearson. ‘Ho ¢
to take the places of Messrs Oik .
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Buperintendent's have been appointed

Cilmartin and Seoffield, although Mr. Rutledge ip handling Juarez
Terminal, N¢ Roadmaster has been appeinted to} take place of
¥orris, and McClanahan ix and L, A Yhite are handiing the laf W
btetween .the Tunnel and Juaresz, ¥ ACude is handling the lofVW as
Roadmaster between Bouth Portal of Tunnel and Zx Chihuahua,

T R Hager, W L. Gray and Bill Hayden are doing the heavy dispatching
act at ¥adera, and with the number of ¢rains rumning, are necessari-
ly working very strenucusly}? However, gquite a number of trains are
being run on the Ckihuahua ¥iyision, and only few days ago we ‘
were some 150 cars short -on orders for moving spuds, Corn and
Frijoles, also lena. I am the Jafe in Mr. Pruett's office and an
8bly assisted by H Russeok, ' Lindauer, Jameson, Terrxell and

Bchols are still holding down their respective berths, Pat
Gallgher got full of Bug juice about the time the tunnel trouble

- developed and resigned, - Talked very strangely over the wire,

and thru & recommendation of Glumss, J R Allen was appointed Chief
Clerk at lMadera. Pred Loucks is back at Pearson as jechanical
Foreman and at present has a JORCE of one hostler, who I believe

is our erstwhile amigp,-¥snuel,other name unknown, :
' The Pike has been divided at the Tunnel, and

Jess Pruett is in this office, as timekeeper for IY and CT, while
Hilario Aguilar is Timekeeper for ¥¥ and CT at lindera for Line

~ Tunnel to Chihuahus, Alavarado is Operator in this office, and by th

"the way,=~ he just told me the wire is open south at 1:00pm, and I

expect something doing, ~but then, nething phases me now, as it
seems to be part of tha business,” R G Rawlins.is Traveling
Auditor, just got in from a trip.  Came sut of Chihuahua on
National,- train was annulied &nd ordered badkx to Chihuahua and
Sectionmen instructed not to furnish any hand cars; Rawlins and
couple more Gringoes 'hired a couple mules and a wagon and drove
Overland t¢ some point in Texas on the T&P and just showed up tcday;

"he was lost for three days and his wife going gray headed,-just

seems to be one thing after another, and 1 epxect If 1 were to

8it here all day I could keep writing wsabout some dammed thing,
but believe me, gentlemen, there is one thing that is not goin-

to be registered if I an helf mx it and its the demise of HCM, =3
he is going stay aqui just ns long as porsible,

_ Its now time for me see if + can hunt up some wWwork,
eo I will stop, trusting that the sbove will give some slight idea

of the strenuousity of -railroading in Mexico, I remain, as ever,
: - Your friend,

FLCgMchﬁaz

e



ear Friend: L %5 _' o ‘I'
S agae nndlplented to le-tn that

_ Recgegived yours few da
you received the Timegard, ete., - '
' There Bave no developements since my letter to irs,
'Gilmartin, copy of =whilch T sent you; the gang is still werxing
from the north end of tunnel removing. the largest zave-in, which
irn the highcst place 13 about 3Q feet: ligmbers of the party
nave been Yrom one end of the tunnel. ta the other and found no
eviienees of further remains, indicating witiiout doudvt that
¥essrs. Gilmartin, Scoffield, Conductar Kelley, Zxpress .oute
Agent Harters, and several other Americans were abls to zet
father north in the tunnel, or far enough, =0 that they probably
fell exhausted beneath where the wooden section wias overhead, and
‘when the flames reaejped that part of the tumnel, the ronfing was con
~sumed and the debris, rocks ete. fell in on the remaing, »nd while
I may ve mistaxen, 1 doubt very much if anything otaer than '
indistructible articles af carried by the Americans will be
found. liowever, something definite should be learnsd naw with-
in the ncxt 3C daye. - . ;
lto one-hias veen mppointed to take place of ''r. Gilmartin
and lcClsnahan, Asat, Supt. and Clark, Asyt. Supt. ai adern are
handling the situation, which cf..course, io very essily handled in
view of fect that there 1s little businsss and no money being:
spent on track. Rowever, tne Chihuahua Yivisicn is operating
-all time, but the power ‘is in such condition &nd so little of
it left, that nothing much is heing accomwlished, in are noving
some 114 cars of Lumber that waas loadad at Mondera, souih to
Chinuanua and tncn over the ¥ational Lines in here so as to Kzep
the X1 Fasgo Yilling Co. going.

_ Today there is a minature battle being pulled off at N
-Peargon. Jose. Qrezeo -wlih prokadly SC men for the f2dervnls, and
Colonel Talamantes with a lixe mumber for' tae Consti. have beenm
scrapping since 630 and at noon the Faderald were defoated and
were'beating it"in any direction that thay mould be liable to

find a hole to hide in. Three dead ones wzre found in Ievrson
vaterial Yard, but there will undoudtedly be quite a number more whm
when they get time to go out and pick thar up, The wwrttle at
Torreon 13 stil! on and no one lmows the putcome so fize, but 1t

is believed that ¥illa has bitten off abou: Az wuch ns he can chew
and 1s having a hard time of it* 0Onm this battle, in vy epinion, -
de.eds ahether o¢ not this Pixe will be able to operate, and ypu
may know that we are placing cur hopes accordingly, 2linnugh we
dont say much either way, as it is healtier %o not talk much.

: In regard to the {elegramm, etc. that V¥r. Crsckett
said he would send: . Mo doubt, ne has averlooked this, and I will
sxek to Mr. Pruett about it. - ¥r.Crockett has TaAny .Toulles these
times, ¥xx and I mow that he has not intentiorally overlonked
seading them. Hnoping this will find you well, and with best
recerds to your brother, I remain, Your friend,
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-3+1s S “ies et 'J. o 'h, w1 81 e g ¢ i ‘ 5 ng ‘a8 "'.Tti'nre..
to Yud=ra for the purpose of assuming charge of that portion of the
line batween Juarez and Pearson as Asst. Buperintendent to i'r,

M, J. Gilmartin, this in addition tu his duties as Terminal Cuperin-
tendent, The Private Cur was attached to the rear o ¥exice North
Wegtern Yasgencer Train Rumber ona, leaving Junrez about 8:30 Al%y -
Kexican tine The day was ideal for the inspection trip, excopting
the wind w3321ow1ng to some axtent and increased in v2loeclity during
the day.

We recelved report of the trajin pessing Guaman station, 125
kilometeres south of Juarez, which was the last report ve aever
receiveu of tiie passengér train, until after ita destruction, the
*ires having gone duwn about 11:30 AYV; but we concluded thz trourle
¥Aa8 cue L the: wind storm - but s time advanced, and np thing wasa:
heard of the passangzer train, I gent a nessage over the ‘atipnal
wires arouad by the way of Chihuahua, to Madera, uperintaendent
Gilmartin's h:-adquartsre, and was adviged in the same manner from
“acera, that Uie wire wae open dorth of thaem, but they huad start-d
parti~s MNorth to aszertain cauge, Late in the afterngon of Februcry
5th, thee2 parties raturned to Nadera, and advised that bandi te
had czptured an empty 2f0ck train Xxx moving south, at Cumbre tunael,
*hich train by the way was a doudle h=ader - had cut ¢ <7 tiie leads ng
engine, 7one to Chico, first station south of Cumbrs, destroyed ihe
telegransh inatruments, picked up two ears from the aiding, Moving
them to a small bridg~ just North 6f Chico, settlng: them gn rire,

Had gone back to th=2 tunnel and movea 1M 0% the cars into the scuth
portal, and set thar on fira - uncoupled the nzineg from the trnj
and etart~d them do™n the mountoin undar full h -ng of zteam, vlare
they waro serail=q at a curve probably half amile of the cumbre

tunnel, Lo th 2ngi nes going to the bottom of tle. eaton, .he bandi ig

then informed the train erew of the stock tral, they wors Zoing oa to
the Yorth zide of th2 tunnel and captura the Nasenger train and :
destroy it. 7The pacsenger truin had left Prarhn shout 4:0C0 77,
*hich would p2rmit them renching Cumbre about 630 P, A8 tho
mountain 9l2vation hegins at Pearson with a one jer eent grade,

continues up to Cumbre, reaching an nlti tuda of'wer 7C00 f208, G
climbing a 3% grade +ith 30 degree curves en TOUs,  Yhis tumne3 .4
spproximaisaly 3/4 of a mile in length and o 2 bAcent, mnd frgmoo-
North tc Seuth is of the following construction: r o ;
maeonry, Second 1104 feet timber, Third 584 fzet N;d

o

1073 freet timber; #ifth 484 feet hard rock; 3ixth
feet massnry,

is not over 200 yards from the Jjorth porktal of tha,
¥r, Gilmartin, ¥r, 3cofield, Sup't of xpress Fdrde.
Je 1, "vrris, got off And ingpected tho station, &3
on tue trrin, and the train imnediately proceed
*ith all paszsaengers on board, and every soul

We hayve recovared to date, the remai g
fragments of bones, of at least 20 paggeng
identify the remaine of ths Zngincer, the T
‘@il Clerk, the seco1d Arakeman and the o i

ductor Webstar, =ho was in charge of bhe Saks
Yna %ine ~aa employed as Switchman in tha T



