HIGH SEAS ENCLAVES

Arctic

1. Arctic Ocean 

Russia, Norway, Greenland (Den.), Canada, USA

2. Barents Sea (“The Loopole”)

Russia, Norway, Svalbard (Nor.)

3. Norwegian Sea

Svalbard (Nor.), Norway, Faroes (Den.), Iceland, Jan Mayen (Nor.), Greenland (Den.)

Gulf of Mexico

1. Gulf of Mexico West 

USA, Mexico

2. Gulf of Mexico East 

USA, Cuba, Mexico

Note: The east and west enclaves are separated only by Mexican claims based on reefs and cays – Arrecife Alacran, Cayo Arenas and Cayo Nuevo.

Indian Ocean

1. Mascarene Basin:

Seychelles, Agalega Is. (Mauritius), Tromelin I. (Fr.)

Pacific Ocean

1. Bering Sea (“The Donut Hole”):

Russia, USA

2. Sea of Okhotsk (“The Peanut Hole”):

Russia [Kamchatka Peninsula, Kuril Is., Sakhalin I.]

3. Shikoku Basin:

Japan [Shikoku, Honshu, Bonin Is., Okino-tori-shima, Okinawa Is.]

Note: Separated from the Philippine Sea only by the dubious claim on Okino-tori-shima.

4. Philippine Sea:

Japan, Northern Marianas (USA), Guam (USA), Micronesia, Palau, Philippines

5. Caroline Basin: 

Micronesia, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, Palau

6. Melanesian Basin: 

Micronesia, Marshalls, Nauru, Kiribati, Tuvalu, Fiji, Solomons, Papua New Guinea

7. North Fiji Basin:

Solomons, Fiji, Vanuatu

8. South Fiji Basin:

Fiji, Tonga, Kermadec Is. (NZ), New Zealand, Norfolk I. (Aus.), New Caledonia (Fr.)

Notes: a) Separated from the general high seas only by two dubious claims – l’Esperance Rock in the Kermadecs and the Minerva Reefs claimed by Tonga. b) Vanuatu claims Hunter & Matthew Islands (New Caledonia), and therefore also has a contested border on the South Fiji Basin.

9. Penrhyn Basin:

Cook Islands (NZ), Kiribati, French Polynesia (Fr.)

10. Coral Sea:

Papua New Guinea, Solomons, Australia

11. Campbell Plateau:

New Zealand [South I., Antipodes Is., Campbell I.]

12. Chatham Rise:

New Zealand [North I., Chatham Is., Bounty Is.]

 (Thanks to Peter S. for supplying the informal names of some of the enclaves.)

